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2014 Point-in-Time Data

 Households by Income, 2007 to 2014

Population: 831,928 |  Number of Households: 302,388
Median Household Income: $60,496 (state average: $61,366)
Unemployment Rate: 7.6% (state average: 6.5%)
ALICE Households: 24% (state average: 20%); Poverty Households: 12% (state average: 12%)

How many households are struggling?
ALICE is an acronym for Asset 
Limited, Income Constrained, 
Employed – households that 
earn more than the Federal 
Poverty Level, but less than 
the basic cost of living for the 
county (the ALICE Threshold, or 
AT). Combined, the number of 
poverty and ALICE households 
equals the total population 
struggling to afford basic needs. 
The number of households below 
the ALICE Threshold changes 
over time; households move in 
and out of poverty and ALICE 
as circumstances improve or 
worsen. The Great Recession, 
from 2007 to 2010, caused 
hardship for many families. 
Conditions started to improve in 
2010 and 2012 for some, but not 
for all.

What does it cost 
to afford the basic 
necessities?
The bare-minimum Household 
Survival Budget does not include 
any savings, leaving a household 
vulnerable to unexpected 
expenses. ALICE households 
typically earn above the Federal 
Poverty Level of $11,670 for a 
single adult and $23,850 for a 
family of four, but less than the 
Household Survival Budget.

ALICE IN PIERCE COUNTY

Household Survival Budget, Pierce County

SINGLE ADULT
2 ADULTS, 1 INFANT,  

1 PRESCHOOLER
Monthly Costs

Housing $630 $999
Child Care $– $1,318
Food $197 $595
Transportation $345 $690
Health Care $120 $481
Miscellaneous $149 $448
Taxes $196 $396

Monthly Total $1,637 $4,927
ANNUAL TOTAL $19,644 $59,124
Hourly Wage $9.82 $29.56

Sources: 2014 Point-in-Time Data: American Community Survey. ALICE Demographics: American Community 
Survey; the ALICE Threshold. Budget: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD); U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA); Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS); Internal Revenue Service (IRS); ; Child Care 
Aware of Washington.
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