
United Way of Pierce County has been helping provide people in crisis 
with Basic Needs since 1921. By making sure our most vulnerable have 
access to food, shelter and healthcare, we can help more people get 
back on track. Through South Sound 2-1-1, operated by United Way, 
we are also connecting families in need to critical resources and helping 
military families find help both on and off base.

Meeting the Basic Needs 
of families and individuals 
of Pierce County through 
investments in food, 
housing and other 
essentials.

BASIC NEEDS

Our Current Work

In 2014, we provided funding to 28 
emergency and supportive service 
programs.

South Sound 2-1-1 connected callers to 
vital resources in Pierce County including 
transportation, rental assistance and 
health care.

United Way’s Power Pack program helped 
fight child hunger by serving an additional 
250 low-income students. 

SERVED: 347,574 people

SERVED NEARLY: 80,000 people 

SERVED: 48,000 meals
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Why We Must Invest



Bringing the Right People, Resources and Expertise Together 
For Children and Families in Pierce County.

We need your help. 
There are many ways to get involved:

- Make a financial gift to United Way 
  of Pierce County
- Hold a food or warm clothing drive to 
 help those in need

- Volunteer your time at a food bank or 
 soup kitchen

- Donate gently-used household items 
 to help families in transitional 
 housing

- Share information about the South 
  Sound 2-1-1 resource call center.

REACHING OUR GOAL

By 2024, break the cycle of poverty by removing barriers 
and providing pathways for families with young children 
so that they have opportunities to succeed and thrive.

Ensure a Strong Start for Kids: Increase the number of children 
ready for kindergarten from 44 percent to 90 percent.
 
Ensure Early Grade Success: Increase the number of low-income 
children reading at grade level by the end of the third grade from 
67 percent to 90 percent.

Build Strong Families: Develop more stable families by assisting 
4,000 low-income families with children with financial stability. 

Meet the Basic Needs of families and individuals through 
investments in food, housing and other essentials.

OUR GOALS
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STRONG FAMILIES, SUCCESSFUL KIDS, CONNECTED COMMUNITY

CONNECTED COMMUNITY
No other single organization unites government, community 
service organizations, business and volunteers around a common 
vision for our children and families. 

SUCCESFUL KIDS
Parents and caregivers, especially in high-
need areas, will know how to help young 
children ages 0 to 5 develop on track and be 
ready for school

All children will have easy access to books 
and opportunities to be read to, and for 
independent reading

All children will have easy access to summer 
enrichment and learning activities to stop 
the ‘summer slide’

Tutors will be available for children who need 
them

STRONG FAMILIES
Individuals will obtain - and retain - employment
Households will earn a family-sustaining wage
Families will improve credit scores
Families will access income supports
Families will be banked


