
Third grade reading proficiency is widely recognized at an indicator 
of school success and graduation. United Way of Pierce County 
wants to remove the barriers keeping kids from reading at grade 
level. By making sure they have access to books and summer 
programs and aren’t distracted by hunger, we can help more kids 
stay on track to graduate.

Why It Matters

Supporting students in 
the early grades (K-3) so 
they have the skills to be 
successful in school and 
in life. 

EARLY GRADE SUCCESS
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Our Current Work

SERVED: 5,625 children 

DISTRIBUTED: 2,000 books  

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITEDTM                                                                                    uwpc.org  |   253.272.4263 

GAINED: 54 volunteers

In 2014, we provided funding to seven 
early childhood development programs.

Books were distributed to children, 
including those attending summer meal 
sites, feeding their mind and body.

In 2014, United Way signed up tutors 
to help fill the gap between available 
volunteers and kids needing help.



Bringing the Right People, Resources and Expertise Together 
For Children and Families in Pierce County.

We need your help. 
There are many ways to get involved:

- Make a financial gift to United Way of 
  Pierce County
- As a parent, make reading a priority for 
  your child
- Participate in Launch Into Literacy by 
  holding a book drive or volunteering
- Use your role as a business leader to 
  advocate for education issues
- Serve as a tutor. There are only one-third 
  of the tutors needed to serve our kids.
- Write a letter to your political leaders or 
  local editor 

REACHING OUR GOAL
By 2024, break the cycle of poverty by removing barriers 
and providing pathways for families with young children 
so that they have opportunities to succeed and thrive.

Ensure a Strong Start for Kids: Increase the number of children 
ready for kindergarten from 44 percent to 90 percent.
 
Ensure Early Grade Success: Increase the number of low-income 
children reading at grade level by the end of the third grade from 
67 percent to 90 percent.

Build Strong Families: Develop more stable families by assisting 
4,000 low-income families with children with financial stability.

Meet the Basic Needs of families and individuals through 
investments in food, housing and other essentials.

OUR GOALS
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STRONG FAMILIES, SUCCESSFUL KIDS, CONNECTED COMMUNITY

CONNECTED COMMUNITY
No other single organization unites government, community 
service organizations, business and volunteers around a common 
vision for our children and families. 

SUCCESFUL KIDS
Parents and caregivers, especially in high-
need areas, will know how to help young 
children ages 0 to 5 develop on track and be 
ready for school

All children will have easy access to books 
and opportunities to be read to, and for 
independent reading

All children will have easy access to summer 
enrichment and learning activities to stop 
the ‘summer slide’

Tutors will be available for children who need 
them

STRONG FAMILIES
Individuals will obtain - and retain - employment
Households will earn a family-sustaining wage
Families will improve credit scores
Families will access income supports
Families will be banked


