
 

STATE POLICY AGENDA 2019-2020 
UNITED WAY OF PIERCE COUNTY: TIER 1 & 2 PRIORITIES  

Advocacy is a vital component in lifting 15,000 households out of poverty and into financial stability by 2028. This public policy agenda            

represents current positions of United Way of Pierce County as well as supportive positions for the multiple partners leading work to                  

reduce barriers for struggling families or individuals. To tackle deeply entrenched and complex social problems we need to collaborate to 

achieve significant and lasting social change. No single policy, government department, organization or program can tackle or solve the 

increasingly complex problem of poverty.  

 

Washington Information (WIN) 2-1-1 [Increase Statewide Funding in Governor's Capital Budget] In the 2017 budget, Washington 

was awarded $1.5 million to continue to provide statewide    infrastructure for 2-1-1. The 2019-2021 Governor’s budget reflects a 33% cut 

of $.5 million. Our South Sound 2-1-1 fields nearly 90,000 calls for help annually and serves Pierce, Thurston and Lewis Counties. The 

addition of specialized navigators in housing, mental health, transportation and basic needs provided adds targeted support that stabiliz-

es individuals and families and enables them to gain self-sufficiency. With the recent federal government shutdown, 2-1-1 was the clear-

inghouse for assistance in the state and is the resource for individuals/families to turn to. Lead agency: United Way 

Universal Home Visiting: Help Me Grow [SB 5683] During the 2018 legislative session, Pierce County received funding from the    

Department of Children Youth & Family for community planning to design a comprehensive system of support for families (pregnant 

through age 5). The 2018- 2019 Governor’s budget includes dollars to design a system statewide. We ask that the Governor’s budget 

includes funding to design the statewide system with local flexibility for Help Me Grow implementation in Pierce County to work in 3 high 

need neighborhoods where child dependency is very high. Implementation will also include the utilization of 2-1-1 navigators. Lead agen-

cy: Project Child Success; Supporting agency: United Way 

Increase Access and Affordability of High-Quality Childcare [Increase Statewide Funding in Governor's Capital Budget]                

Parents can’t work if their childcare is lacking and the childcare provider workforce needs a livable wage to support their own families. By 

holistically addressing the childcare predicament to meet the needs of children, families, child care providers, businesses and our overall 

economy, we support the WA Childcare Access Now Act. Lead agency: Early Learning Action Alliance; Supporting agencies: United 

Way, Project Child Success 

Eliminate School Lunch Co-Pay for Low-Income Students [HB 1892] Kids do better in school when they don’t have to worry about 

affording meals. Some families struggle even to pay the cost of a reduced-price lunch. By eliminating the co-pay for all students (Pre-K to 

Grade 12) and increasing the number of schools using Community Eligibility (more students receive free meals), low-income kids can 

focus on learning, instead of being hungry. Lead agency: Bethel School District; Supporting agency: United Way  

 Working Family Tax Credit (WFTC) Bill [HB 1527] This became law in 2008 and is Washington State’s version of the Earned Income 

Tax  Credit (EITC), the federal government’s most successful poverty reduction program. But the state legislature has never funded the 

WFTC, missing a vital opportunity to rebalance our tax code for low- and moderate-income Washingtonians. If implemented, the WFTC 

would refund a portion of the state sales tax ( average $400 to eligible households), thereby boosting families’ economic  security and 

mitigating the impact of our state’s regressive tax structure.  Lead agency: Poverty Action Network; Supporting agency: United Way  

Expand Access to Fresh Fruit & Vegetables for SNAP & WIC Households [HB 1587/ SB 5684] Washington offers the Fresh Bucks 

and the Farmers Market Nutrition programs, making fruits and vegetables more affordable for SNAP & WIC participants by providing   

benefits that offset the cost of produce at participating farmers markets and grocery stores. These programs have a proven track record 

of increasing consumption of fresh, locally grown produce, putting money in the pockets of our growers while helping households eat  

more nutritious meals. We ask for continued support in providing state funds. 

Raise Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Benefits [HB 1603/ SB 5684] In Washington State, WorkFirst, the TANF 

program, is designed to protect low-income families from the harm of deep poverty and support them to transition to stability. Families in 

poverty often have few or no assets in tough times and they need cash for basic needs: rent and utilities, personal care items,  as well as 

gas or bus fare. Adjusting TANF cash assistance to the cost of living will help more families living at or below poverty afford the basics. 

Lead agency: Budget & Policy Center and Poverty Action Network; Supporting agency: United Way  

  TIER 1 PRIORITIES 



Allow Local Governments to Retain a Portion of the State’s Sales Tax for Affordable Housing Collaboration across the public sector is 
required to preserve and expand affordable housing (HB 1406). If Pierce County were able to retain 3% of the state’s sales tax it would bring 
in an additional $4 million for the production and preservation of affordable housing. Lead agency: Affordable Housing Consortium;            
Supporting agencies: United Way  
 
Housing Trust Fund  This fund invests in affordable homes across Washington, but in recent years it has been  considerably underfunded. 
A $200 million investment in the Housing Trust Fund will enable communities to build safe, healthy, affordable homes that are guaranteed to 
be affordable for at least 40 years.          
 
Revision of Hunger-Free Rights Bill The 2018 passage of this bill (ESHB 2610) required schools to provide students with a USDA-
approved meal regardless of their ability to pay. The new law passed by state legislature prohibited “lunch shaming” or holding children    
accountable for unpaid school meals. However, the new law comes with a price and school districts are paying it. (e.g. Bethel School District 
prior average: $2,000- $3,000 in school debt  annually; 2018 accrual- $21,000; Tacoma $77,000.) Further revision of the bill would be          
beneficial because the current policy, while well-intended, increases meal debt and doesn’t consider diverse needs of students, such as          
allergies or dietary restrictions.  
 
Bail Reform   Up to 75% of people in jail in Washington State have not been convicted of a crime. They’re waiting for trial and can’t afford 
the bail set by the judge. When someone accused of a low-level offense qualifies for bail pending trial but remains locked up, they can lose 
their job, their housing, custody of their children and their medication is disrupted. In 2018, the Legislature passed a bill (E2SHB 1783) to 
ensure that poor people are not unfairly jailed or tied for years to the criminal justice system because they are unable to pay court-imposed 
debts known as Legal Financial Obligations. These expenses and restitutions are imposed by courts on every person convicted of a crime in 
Washington. The interest accrued at 12% should be waived for those who were charged prior to the passage of this bill.  
 
Support of Washington Initiative 1000  With oversight by the Governor’s Commission on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, this measure 
would restore and clarify the definitions of affirmative action in Washington's State code without the use of quotas or  preferential treatment. 
By guaranteeing all residents equal opportunity and access to public education, public employment and public contracting without                  
discrimination based on race, sex, age, nationality, physical or mental disabilities or military veteran status, we ask to enable public agencies 
to use traits or status, as positive factors in educational admissions, employment hiring and public contracting.  
 
Protect and Increase Access to Quality Mental Health Services  An ideal State mental health system should be comprehensive, built on 
solid scientific evidence, focused on wellness and recovery. It should be inclusive, reaching neglected communities and fully integrated into 
the broader health care system. Delays in treatment can increase the severity of mental illness and consequently the intensity and cost of 
the services being provided. Research shows that timely treatment produces better outcomes and quicker recovery for individuals with           
mental illness. Access to seamless care coordination can prevent suicides, homelessness, loss of job earnings and incarceration. 
 
Early Learning Resources   Increase support to improve the quality of early learning by including the expansion of home visiting, boosting 
Working Connections Child Care reimbursement rates and expanding Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP)              
facilities, including eligibility via the capital budget. 
  
Unaccompanied Youth Support   Use HUD and/or State funding to advocate for unaccompanied youth. Youth who have experienced      
foster care and/or youth homelessness often face significant emotional, educational, financial, and legal barriers that threaten their independ-
ence. Civil legal assistance and other supports will help foster and assist homeless youth to navigate barriers.  
  
FEDERAL LEGISLATION 
Public Charge A proposed rule would punish immigrants going through official immigration processes and their families for applying for or 
receiving critical government benefits such as SNAP, Medicaid and housing assistance, for which they are legally eligible. Denying access to 
basic needs programs will severely impact their health and well-being. United Way opposes this rule. 
 
Working Families Tax Rebate   Fund this rebate and expand eligibility to more low-wage workers. The earned income tax credit (EITC) has 
been an effective tool to increase work and reduce poverty, but as designed today, most  benefits go to families with children. By expanding 
the benefits to low-income workers without custodial children, this credit will provide critical tax relief to low-income workers who pay the larg-
est percentages of their income for sales tax. 
  
Child Support Pass   Reinstate the Child Support Pass to allow parents to receive a portion of their child, support directly  rather than have 
it taken by the state to subsidize the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program. 

TIER 2 PRIORITIES 

2 Advocate with United Way of Pierce County! Contact Lindsay Morgan Tracy at LindsayT@uwpc.org.                            2.14.19 
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ALICE REPORT ON POVERTY IN PIERCE COUNTY 
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