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Basic Needs is an essential component of
the social safety net. As a result of UWPC
investments, 138,615 individuals had access

to food, shelter and other essentials to help
households move from crisis to stability.
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South Sound 211 is a free helpline that connects
people facing barriers to hundreds of services and
programs including utilities, transportation, behavioral
health, housing and employment. The helpline
supports Pierce, Thurston and Lewis Counties.
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The stories from our Center for Strong Families (CSF)
network in 2022 centered around the resiliency of
individuals and families across Pierce County. Our network
of 22 coaches provided families with tools and resources
that improve their resiliency by connecting them to living-
wage career pathways, solid financial action planning and
strategies to reduce debt and build their assets.
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From Poverty to Possibilities is Pierce County's signature economic equity summit. In 2022, over 250 community
leaders attended at the Hotel Murano. The summit brings the community together to disrupt poverty at its roots.
This summit creates a safe space for the community to dismantle the systems of exclusion. Our keynote speaker was
Dr. Karen Johnson, an authentic leader who, "keeps it real” and has years of experience leading DEI work in our region.
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Have you
met ALICE?

ALICE® is a United Way acronym for Asset Limited,
Income Constrained and Employed. Dismantling
poverty is not only about programs and services.
Understanding and working to shift systems that
create wealth disparities is essential for us to
succeed. Tin 3 community members live below
the ALICE threshold, which means they are earning
less than needed to maintain economic stability.
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Advocacy

Each year, we convene to develop an advocacy agenda that
guides community efforts to impact public policy and lift up the
voice of lived experiences in a way that can benefit systems
change. Our 2022 advocacy agenda focused on ensuring
families and individuals had access to resources to meet their
basic needs and the supports to keep families strong and on

a path to thriving. Our 2022 advocacy agenda included the
following broad categories:

Basic Needs & Supportive Services

Affordable Housing

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families

Support for Washington 211

Increase Access, Affordability and Quality of Child Care
and Early Learning for Working Families

Unrestricted Cash Assistance Through a Guaranteed Income
Universal Broadband Access

Partnerships
GRIT

Growing Resilience In Tacoma

Our newest initiative, Growing
Resilience In Tacoma (GRIT), is
a collaborative guaranteed basic
income program run by UWPC and the City of Tacoma. In 2022,
GRIT provided $500 monthly for 13 months to 110 Tacoma
ALICE families, totaling $715,000. Participants, mostly women
(83%) and Black, Indigenous and people of color (77%) allocated
the assistance primarily towards essential needs. Through
program evaluation done by the University of Pennsylvania, we
know that families used the dollars to reduce debt, pay for basic
needs, increase credit, spend more time with their loved ones,
and better their mental health. Following an investment from
the State of Washington, GRIT is set to continue into 2025 with
anew cohort of families.

UWPC's Center for Strong Families joins The Siemer Institute and
Tacoma Housing Authority to promote two-generation (2-gen)
approaches, addressing the needs of both children and adults.
Their aim is to foster academic success and break the cycle of
poverty through this partnership for generational success.

For more info on advocacy and partnerships, visit uwpc.org.



