2022 From Poverty to Possibilities Survey

Q1. The keynote speaker, Dr. Karen Johnson provided information that you found helpful in understanding that narrative change must be in the center as we think about building community resilience.
	Very
	72.00%

	Somewhat
	28.00%

	Not at all
	0.00%


· Wonderful speaker, very eloquent words and gave us all something to think about as we went about our day.
· It seemed like she was a little, and though I appreciate her humor and friendly delivery, I wish the message had been a little clearer. 
· So Excited Dr. Karen Johnson is leading in the State and grateful to have heard her keynote Thank You!!
· Great energy and set the tone. Set some markers and made us laugh. Called out the Speaker of the House. Did not bring a lot new to the table and was a bit rambling.
· Great human insight!
· Dr. Johnson was so captivating and engaging. Her speaking was very thought provoking. 
· I learned a lot by going to her agency's website and reading about what they do.
· I agree 100 %, and I would like to find ways to help more people, especially the elderly surviving off retirement and straggling to decide if to buy food or meds.
· She was so easy to listen to and fun.  Sometimes my thoughts wander, but not her. She really sends a message. 
· Dr. J was phenomenal! I appreciated her authenticity and bluntness.
· There was so much that minded me in her address, her suing what affects me directly affects others indirectly stands out and made me think.

Q2. How useful was the panel discussion in understanding the importance of narrative change?
	Very
	88.46%

	Somewhat
	11.54%

	Not at all
	0.00%


· I thought this was a great idea to spotlight several organizations and what we would like to implement over time (2028!)
· I liked the diversity amongst the panel, which offered many different ways or strategies to be a part of changing the narrative.
· the panel was evidence-based, lived experience and HEART SO GOOD Thank You for changing the narrative and illuminating the hidden costs/pain of poverty
· Great mix and great energy. it was cool to see the dynamic move away from the white dominant culture and set some new standards for a women-led, minority-led style of panel. I think we all needed the energy of being together after 3 tough years and isolation. 
· People forget that we have all had struggles. Good to hear from all, though Deb was very compelling.
· That was a great panel. It was good to hear from someone who has benefited from United Way programs.
· Lived experience is so important to hear from the person living it. They are the expert and the hero.
· Appreciated the words spoken and the variety of panelist.
· This was a powerhouse of speakers. Having one of the participants share their personal experience was extremely powerful and moving. There is so much value and power from hearing from someone that has directly experience poverty and resources.
· Debbie's story did make an impact on me. I've been in her shoes and even as a CSF employment coach as a single mom I struggle paycheck to paycheck. She is 1000% right- ALICE Families ARE NOT LAZY!!!.
· I felt Adam talk was out of place as it dealt mostly with structural/design changes with the bank system and the rest of the panel dealt with motivating, uplifting messages for change. It seems like he was out of place. Because of that I felt uncomfortable for him and for me it distracts from the narrative.
· I loved it!


Q3. The Pitch to Ditch contest is now in its fourth year. Would you like to see it continue in the future?
	Yes
	100.00%

	No
	0.00%


· Great community service idea - helping those to help others.
· I would love to see some way of showing indicators that the conference led to outcomes. Yes, but with more attention on actual outcomes.  Perhaps the purpose of the conference is to be something of a "pep talk?"  Perhaps it is meant to bring people together, who want to reduce poverty, with the hope that something serendipitous will come out of the gathering?  I think the cost of the conference must be relatively expensive - thank god for sponsors - and take so much United Way staff work, but I don't know what is the actual outcome?  I ask, because it seems to me that all of us who attend are already in the "choir," and we will agree with what is being "preached," but I do wonder how is it changing/improving our day-to-day work in reducing poverty?
· Very powerful to highlight community.
· Not sure. I don't understand the name. But that's okay! I love highlighting community.
· I'm not as familiar with this, but if it is moving the needle keep it.

Q4. The Human Centered Design Exercise was helpful in providing an opportunity to generate possible solutions to the issue of changing the narrative around poverty. The activity emphasized the importance of keeping at the center, the individuals that are impacted by the issue.
	Very
	64.00%

	Somewhat
	32.00%

	Not at all
	4.00%



Q5. Would you like to share anything you learned from the exercise? What was most compelling?
· it was very nice to work with other community partners and get to know everyone better. We all had wonderful ideas and it was so nice to see others wanting the same outcome as myself.
· It was a well thought out and executed exercise. The expectations were clear, and we had the perfect amount of time to complete the work.
· the largest theme our table found was that poverty is not the individual's fault it is the fault of broken systems and institutions that were never built for our thriving in the first place
· Was the most energetic of the ones I have attended. Not sure where this goes. Have done this exercise in the past, but not really aware of how the info is used, of if it has an impact.   
· Our table needs to come together MORE!
· I would like to see changes, not just hear potential solutions. We need a difference in the system.
· Missed this exercise, due to another appointment.
· We had a lot of perception words that we grouped and then we had a lot of words from those who have experience with individuals struggling. 
· So many things need to change, but I feel one immediate change is DSHS and their outdated income limits.
· So many take aways! It was such a positive conversation with each person on the panel. Everyone had such powerful messages. The most compelling of it all was to be able to be in a room with so many other people who want to and are actively making a difference. I left the summit feeling like my cup was so full. I wish I could start my morning like that at least once a week! We all make each other better and I feel that more than ever!!
· Everyone had a voice.
· I don’t remember a human centered design. If it was the time with UWT Divya I loved it, so sorry.
· The exercise was fine, but we needed more time. It felt too rushed. The music was so loud that it was very hard to hear those around our table.  For those who struggle with residual noise when there’s a lot going on, it was a difficult challenge. The facilitator made it feel more rushed too.

Q6. Overall, the event was informative for you personally and/or your work responsibilities.
	Very
	88.46%

	Somewhat
	11.54%


Q7. For next year, let us know what you would like to see when it comes to systems change as we continue to work in the area of poverty reduction.
· I would like the conversation to continue as to how the community can work together to have these meetings and build the gap towards renewing the middle class
· I am interested in systems change at the federal level and how health/emergency/security policy is directly transformed by QI corrective actions to reduce racism in all systems and create equitable and just outcomes by the people experiencing racism and oppression
· Wrap up of what has happened as a result of these Summits. Celebrate the wins. Tie the threads together. 
· There should be an option for virtual so people can attend who cannot or do not feel comfortable with in person 
· Explain in some detail what system changes are actually occurring or not in Tacoma-Pierce County.  Explain how the lives of those in poverty are being improved. Tell us "what works" in other counties and other states that we haven't yet tried
· I would like to have a repressive of the state or whoever makes the rules on who will qualify for state benefits and why. I would like to see how they are planning to finish the suffering
· We need to change the narrative and work on root causes of generational poverty and trauma.
· Data on what is working in our community, so we can take our orders from that.
· I want to see even more change and not just talk with no results that often happens
· Providing more relief for families. Families only get any type of financial relief when they are getting a tax return. These families should not have to stress all year long figuring out how to make ends meet and don't even get the opportunity to save for a rainy day, because to them each day is rainy.
· Time will tell. A lot can change over the course of a year. Please ask us this question later.
· I would like to see the impact or change that has been made so far. As a newbie, and the work that has happened the last 6-years, what has been accomplished.

Q8. General Comments / Key Takeaways
· Fantastic presentation, thank you so much!
· Thank YOU
· United Way seems to be forcing in person events and it’s not the right thing to do at this time.
· Thanks for the parking, makes coming downtown much easier.
· Overall, the conference was really great. The invited speakers were astonishing. The activity was kind of confusing. The questions on the forms didn't seem very direct and it didn't seem clear as to what was needing to be done with them. The sticky notes were good for writing down what words come to mind for ALICE. It would be helpful to announce this at the beginning and throughout the conference and have it boldly printed somewhere to remind participants what they are supposed to be writing down. It feels like more simple activities would be more impactful since the speakers were so compelling.
· The conference has great potential in bringing together a "critical mass" of people who could work together to reduce poverty, but what are the actual outcomes? I don't know.
· This was my first time, and I definitely would love to have the opportunity to be present next time; my takeaway is that  United Way cares about poverty and is working to find solutions; we need more resources available to help and more places willing to train people for better jobs since not everyone has the opportunity to attend college.
· If we all do a little to help a few, we can make some traction.
· Thankful to have a space to be inspired to continue to work on poverty.
· Everything starts from within. Homeownership makes the middle class.
· Thank you for hosting this event. The conversation is important.
· In general, the event was informational, but nothing really new. Seemed like a lot of talk about what we already knew, but not enough actionable outcomes. Also, if you are going to have people there for 4-hours, need a more substantial breakfast and snacks. Charge us a few bucks to offset cost.

Q9. Overall, how was your experience on a scale of 1 to 10?  8.7
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